vp 

r* 



\ 

r“s 






% 

~e 

% 

L 



i 



i 

t 

* 



l 






/SAC '(157-103) 

*SA WILLIAM H 0 LAWRENCE 

COMINKXL OF SNCC 
IS - J3HCC; rdS 



3/25/68 




■ Oa 3/7/68 Lt. E c H P ARKIH, Iaspectional Bureau, 
Memphis, Tennessee, Police Bspartisont, advised ires 
records that following tho sit-in at Memphis City Hall 
3/5/63 when over 100 nanitation workers strikers and 
sympathisers wer© arrested, =ROY EUGENE TAYLOR, male 
Negro, arrest if 04776, was arrested by officers of tho 
Ikmptls Police Departciont at Front and Konroo on a reckless 
driving charge at 5:50 p.ra„ K® is e sml« Negro, DOB 
4/2 7/45, residence 176 Majubn, Memphis ; ©employed as porter 
at Firestone Tire and Rubber Company, .. ; 

In the car with hisa were JOHN BURRELL SMITH, 

1015 Rile, and CHARLES S. BALLARD, 1830 Kansas Street 1 
Th© latter two were arrested for disorderly conduct. 

All three were immediately released on bond. They 
appeared In Memphis City Court's, Division III, 3/6/68, 
before Judge RAY CHURCHILL. 8 c at ©aces were deferred! 
for 60 d&ys.y on conditions that charges would b® 
disBfessd if none of above «y© involved la any additional 
law violations during said 6©-day period. 



It would appear that the above arrest was a 
M put up job,** as SA HOWELL S. LORE, who covered tho 
3/5/88 strike sympathisers demonstration at City Hall;, 
said that since JOHN B. SMITH, BALLARD, and other 
Black Power lenders did not choose to be arrested for 
"sitting in” Captain J. G. RAY, Inspect tonal Bureau, 
Memphis Police Department, directed too uniformed 
officers to follow SMITH and see if thoy could not also 
arrest bin on aewa charge. Tho above traffic charge 
resulted. (S 7v ^ ^ . 
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IgL ^^^S^EY ^JOBa Bo SMITH and BALLARD at 
the: City Hall priortoTho arrest, and JOZQf B. SMITH 
I indicated ho wus trying: to build hitasolf up in order 
to draw attention from the police,, Ho was carrying & 
typewriter case with hint, and tho police seemed to b© 
interested in hia at tho City Hall. 



f 






J0I7H B. SMITH has sine© told 



....- ..that actually the pollc© follcwsdTSfL'^, 

illTil after thoy left tho City Kail and followed th® 
car of ROY EUGENE TAYLOR aft er TAY LOR hnd up 

SMITH near tho City lit* 11. 

Judge CHURCHILL in City 

City Court on 3/6/G8 and apparently returned to TAYLOR 
tho money charged for the terw-in of his car. 

Informant said that HOY EUGENE TAYLOR is tb.® 
soa <ffi£ JEGRY TAYLOR , JR., v?hc? lives on Reagan Street 
and who was Inst known to work for the Post Off Ice c 
but that R0Y*s grandfather, JERRY TAYLOR, 8R.» who lives 
in th© 1800 block of Farrington Street near the kosso of 
JOIEf B a SMITH, had raised ROY TAYLOR and had raised bin 
well. It socks that ROY TAYLOR attended Carver High 
School and probably would hava gone with JQHH B c SMITH. 
Several ©f ROY EUGEKE TAYLOR'* cousins have don© quit© 
well themselves, ©no being ass honor graduate fro® 
th® University of Michigan 0 Another does relative is 
Harried to an Array Major. Th® grandparents have always 
pushed ROY, hoping that he would become n good student 
and ©mlata hia smart relatives, although ROY did not 
aooa to have tho academic aptitude. ROY apparently 
has boon recently working for either th© 1C Railroad 
or the Firestone Tiro and Rubber Company. 

Ho coma from a good family. Informant will be 
alert for any indications on the part of ROY EUGEHJ3 TAYLOR 
in which bo might show an interest in becoming a part of 
tho BLick Power aoveaeut headed by CHARLES L. CABBAGE and 
JOlUt Bo SMITH, 

Informant advised that there is considerable 

( in-fighting with regard to tb© sanitation strike supporter 
and that there are three separata funds being rained! for r 
th©B s headed by Q.. W e PICKETT and Rev,, C. V„ FORTES 
th® Church of God in Christ*- Thsre is another ferae! 
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I operated by the Intor-Doncrainr.t J.onr;l Ministerial Alliance 1 
I ®iso known as COME (Community on tho Kovo for Equality) ! 
fend this fund is handled by Dr, n. RALPH JACKEG ll, head of 
Minimus ?/ago Division of the Aim Church, 280 
Hernando Sti'ect 0 There is «lso a union fund which is 
boing handled by CORNELIA CRENSHAW and WILLIAM LUCY, 
tb ® Hegro Field Representative of tho American 
• F ®f°ption of state. County 0 and Municipal Employees,, 
.'shich is involved in tho » trite* , 



Another interesting sidelight furnished by 
"scant was tho fact that ho nnld that dooplto tnomo 
of tho public flamboyant mod rabble-rousing utterances 
reported in the proEQ as having boon made by Rev. 
EZEKIEL BELL, Parkway Gardens Presbyter iau Church, 
and Rev. JAMES X. LAWSON of the Centenary Methodist 
Church, actually behind the scenes they aro trying to 
Keep JOHN B. SMITH, CHARLES CABBAGE, et el, ia the 

Powcr movement from moving too rapidly and too 
militant ly and they aro doing this to satisfy some 
forces in tho Wogro community such as JESSIE TURKISH ■ 
President of tho HAACP; Rev 0 tf* K c PORTER of the 
Church of God in Christ; and Rev 0 S. B. (BILLY) KILLS 
Oa tho KAACP, who want to settle tho strike. 



elaborates, 



® • SMITH is mad,' according to his statement 
3/6/63, stating that LAWSON and BELL 
vyva^xo keep the "wraps on him.** He did not 






